Preservation of Devitalized Bone in Necrotic Digits Following Crush Injury With Free Tissue Transfer.
Traditional management of necrotic digits has been to allow demarcation between viable and nonviable tissues to occur, and thus to indicate the level of amputation required. In this case report, the phalangeal length of the necrotic thumb was maintained in 2 patients who had sustained crush injury. After nonviable soft tissues were debrided, the devitalized bones were covered with soft tissue flaps. All wounds healed without infection. Both cosmetic and functional results of the reconstructed thumbs were satisfactory. In one patient, radiographs of the thumb demonstrated resorption of the distal phalanx, but this did not impede daily use. This experience supports an earlier observation suggesting that devitalized bone can be covered for salvage in some cases.